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A Note About Music 
And Cedarville College 
by Dr. Paul Dixon, President 
ll of us love music . It entertains, it relaxes, it 
encourages, it comforts, it motivates. Our tastes and 
preferences may differ, but few days pass when we are 
not enjoying the experience of listening to the radio , to 
the television, or to some musical performance in 
person. 
Music is important to God. According to Job , His 
morning stars sang together as they beheld His creation. 
God's people have always had a song in their hearts . 
When they were delivered from Egypt's bondage, 
Moses and the Israelites lifted their voices together 
singing, "I will sing unto the Lord for He hath 
triumphed gloriously . . . " (Exodus 15:lb). 
The Bible reveals the saints singing from Genesis to 
Revelation. Moses sang, Deborah and Barak sang, 
David sang, the children of Israel sang, the disciples 
sang, and in heaven we shall all sing the "songs of the 
Lamb ." 
Today we are to "come before His presence with 
singing" (Psalm 100:2b). In being filled with the Spirit, 
we speak to ourselves in psalms, and hymns, and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in our 
hearts to the Lord (Ephesians 5: 19). 
This issue of the TORCH is devoted to this great 
subject of music. The three main articles are written by 
members of the faculty of Cedarville College. I rejoice 
in the capable people God sends to us. These writers are 
typical of the commitment to be found in all of them. In 
your reading you will sense their dedication, their 
knowledge of Scripture, their heart for the family, and 
their burden for the unsaved. 
I would add that they share with me a serious 
concern: that we would instill in our college young 
people an appreciation for the truly great music . To this 
end, our artist series brings to campus some of the 
outstanding classical musicians of our day. 
We also would encourage and help them to derive 
convictions in opposition to the rock music that so 
dishonors our Lord. With the concern over the sex and 
violence on television, we should be just as irate over 
the risque lyrics of songs that present a perverted view 
of sex and love. 
One cannot be filling the mind from the rising in the 
morning to bedtime with the pollution of drugs and sex 
and remain unaffected. Our heart's desire for the young 
people entrusted to us is that they graduate with high 
music standards. Most do not come to campus with 
such convictions. It is a struggle to achieve our own 
objectives and at times challenging to be consistent 
ourselves. We certainly are not successful with all the 
students. Praise the Lord that many young men and 
women leave us singing a new song unto the Lord. 

MUSIC: 
Homemade 
and 
Family Style 
e are living in a musically saturated society. 
Consider, for example, a few of the diverse settings in 
which music is heard in our daily lives . The sounds of 
music pervade the church, the home, the dentist's 
office, the car, the school, the concert hall. A myriad of 
styles come and go. How should today's Christian 
family relate to this musical milieu? 
Concerned parents quickly discover that the 
development of a family philosophy of music can be 
difficult due to the abstract nature of music. It is much 
easier to ignore the subject. Nevertheless, those 
families that elect to "face the music" find that a 
positive musical climate can be fostered in the home if it 
is based upon the scriptural principles stated in 
Philippians 4:8: "Finally, brethren, whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; 
if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think 
on these things." 
Genuine thinking "on these things" involves 
submission to the Holy Spirit's direction and an 
investment of mental and emotional energy . Constant 
changes in musical styles necessitate constant 
evaluation. And this process must begin at home. 
If Christian families were to conduct an informal 
listening survey within the home, definite listening 
patterns could be quickly ascertained. It might be 
enlightening for us to discover the quantity and the 
types of music that we regularly consume, often 
through subconscious perception. Since our minds 
function in one sense as tape recorders, the need to 
control what we hear is obvious. 
Most American families own a variety of electronic 
devices that can bring virtually any kind of music into 
the home at the touch of a fingertip. Through careful 
monitoring, it is possible for today's Christian family to 
benefit greatly from these conveniences. Christian 
radio stations, FM classical, and easy listening stations, 
along with Christian and public television stations, can 
all be valuable tools for the "ear conditioning" of our 
families. Children's records and tapes can also 
reinforce parental teaching as well as the instruction 
given at church and at school. Besides this educational 
by 
Dr. Lyle J. Anderson 
function, well-chosen music can help to produce a 
calming effect in the home-especially on those 
mornings when it seems everyone got up on the "wrong 
side of the bed!" Likewise, listening to tape-recorded 
music and stories while on family car trips can 
contribute to hours of peaceful coexistence! 
Despite the many helpful uses of electronic media, 
the most important conveyers of music in the home are 
the family members themselves . Truly "homemade" 
music can help deepen spiritual commitment and 
cement family relationships in a variety of ways. 
For example , Colossians 3: 16 provides a framework 
for using music in family devotional times: "Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord." The order here is significant. After 
we have allowed the word of Christ to dwell in us, we 
are then encourged to "teach and admonish" one 
another, making use of several types of musical 
expression, all of which are to be offered directly to 
God. Well-chosen psalms, hymns, gospel songs, or 
choruses that correlate with particular scriptural 
passages can clarify key Biblical concepts. As families 
lift their hearts and voices to the Lord, the quality of 
worship, rather than the quality of voices, should 
always be the prime consideration. Everyone can 
"make a joyful noise unto the Lord" (Psalm 100: 1). 
When parents incorporate musical aspects within 
family devotional times, children soon realize that 
Biblical music is not for recreational purposes or for 
variety per se; but, rather, it is a vital channel of 
worship and praise . 
Occasionally, parents may need to explain what the 
chorus Deep and Wide symbolizes or answer questions 
such as, "What does Rock of Ages mean?". This 
emphasis upon understanding what we hear, play, or 
sing cannot help but enhance the spiritual sensitivity of 
all members of the family. 
Another type of "homemade" music that merits 
special consideration is the provision for vocal or 
instrumental music lessons . When parents discern even 
a minimal amount of God-given musical talent in their 
children (usually at age six or seven), private music 
instruction can be a valuable experience for the entire 
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family. Besides the aesthetic benefits, a spirit of 
teamwork can be developed as family members 
sacrifice energy, money, and time to encourage their 
own "artists in residence ." 
Above all, the music student has increased 
opportunities to learn responsibility, diligence, self-
control, humility, and many other godly character 
qualities. 
The Honorable Richard Owens, a well-known U.S. 
District Court Judge in New York and also a seasoned 
musician and composer, stated in a recent publication 
that music study and performance would be a help for 
many young people. It would help them tum their 
talents into music rather than, in some cases, anti-social 
outlets which waste their talents . 
As music educators, my wife and I have had the 
joyful privilege of observing firsthand the effects that 
music lessons can have upon the development of 
healthy self-concepts in students of all ages. Even a 
minor musical accomplishment instills self-esteem 
which allows the student to contribute positively to the 
cause of Christ in many areas besides the field of music. 
A word of caution might be appropriate at this point. 
Because the development of musical, athletic, or 
dramatic talent requires consistent dedication and 
energy, an over emphasis in any one of these areas can 
tend to exclude other activities that are necessary for the 
development of a well-rounded personality . Therefore, 
we parents do well to remember that budding musicians 
need regular physical activity to counterbalance the 
mental and emotional aspects of music-making, and the 
athlete needs to develop a sensitivity of spirit to 
counterbalance the mental competitiveness and 
physical exertion of sports . 
Since much music that affects today's Christian 
family is not "homemade," the values stressed within 
the home require reinforcement outside the home. The 
musical ministries of the local church, for example, 
should reflect the same Biblical principles taught in the 
home with regard to the importance and function of 
music in worship. The use of dilapidated pianos and ill-
prepared choir and "special" music can be 
disconcerting to young people who are being taught to 
"approve all things that are excellent (Philippians 1: 10) 
and to "make His praise glorious" (Psalm 66:2). 
"Homemade" musical values can also be reinforced 
by attending a variety of programs, recitals, and 
concerts. It is, of course, essential that parents who 
advocate a musical "doctrine of selection" within the 
home also show selectivity in choosing musical 
experiences outside the home that are of a "good report" 
(Philippians 4:8). 
In essence, every Christian home makes its own 
characteristic kind of "music." But this kind is not 
comprised of audible sounds; it is the total outward 
manifestation of the inner environment of the home. As 
the Holy Spirit guides us, may not only our musical 
philosophy but also every other aspect of our family life 
be combined to produce a harmonious symphony for 
the glory of God. 
~·~ ~.qv- • ~ 
A Selective Classical Listening List for the Family 1 
oday's Christian has a wide variety of music 
from which to choose for the home library . It is 
advisable that the collection include a variety of music 
in order to provide a broad spectrum of listening 
enjoyment. If one is unfamiliar with good, classical 
music, it may be difficult to make his selections . Below 
is a list of albums recommended by Dr. Anderson . 
Most of these works are accessiple at libraries and 
record stores . General collections such as the sets 
available from Time/Life include many of these works 
and are an excellent investment. 
Vivaldi 
Bach 
Handel 
Haydn 
Mozart 
Beethoven 
Schubert 
Chopin 
Tchaikovsky 
Saint-Saens 
Strauss 
Debussy 
Prokofiev 
Copland 
Britten 
THE BAROQUE ERA 
The Four Seasons 
(Anything!) 
Messiah 
CLASSIC ERA 
Surprise Symphony 
Eine Kleine Nachtmusik 
Sixth Symphony (Pastorale); 
chamber music 
ROMANTIC ERA 
vocal works 
piano works 
Nutcracker Suite 
Carnival of the Animals 
Till Eulenspiegel' s Merry Pranks 
MODERN ERA 
piano and orchestral works 
Peter and the Wolf 
Appalachian Spring 
Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra 
(Variations on a Theme of Purcell) 
L~---..0-.lb><Q><Q>A.QM.-
a ny Crosby: 
A Music Hero of the Faith 
t would seem that Fanny Crosby had every reason 
to be sad and bitter all her life . Six weeks after she was 
born in 1820, her eyes became inflamed . Her regular 
doctor was not available so a substitute doctor was 
called to examine the new Crosby baby 's eyes . His 
diagnosis called for hot poultices, but it was a mistake. 
The result was total blindness for Fanny . She would 
never again see her mother' s face, a flower , or even the 
sunlight. 
In spite of her physical handicap, Fanny Crosby 's 
life evidenced joyfulness, a happiness inside and out . 
God gave her special grace to overcome her handicap 
and to excel . 
Her early years were spent doing housework, 
knitting, sewing, playing games and sports , climbing 
trees, and even riding horses . She accepted her 
mother's explanation that sometimes the Lord allows 
one of His special children to go without the sense of 
sight in order for the child to develop his other senses 
more fully . In that way a child can help carry out God's 
special plan for his life . 
Fanny's grandmother took her for long walks in the 
flower-blanketed meadows near her home in southeast 
New York. Here, she met nature through her senses of 
touch, hearing, smell , and taste. Her grandmother also 
spent countless hours reading Scriptures and poetry to 
an attentive Fanny . So great was her love for this that 
she memorized much of what she heard . Before she was 
ten years old, she had memorized the first four books of 
the Old and New Testaments. She also composed 
childlike verses of poetry, one of which was published 
in a county newspaper. It shows what a joyful child she 
was . 
Oh what a happy soul I am, 
Although I cannot see , 
I am resolved that in this world 
Contented I will be . 
How many blessings I enjoy 
That other people don't! 
So weep or sigh because I'm blind, 
I cannot, and I won ' t! 
b} Ron and Rebekah Coriell 
When Fanny was fourteen, news was brought to her 
that caused her heart to burst with excitement. 
Arrangements had been made for her to attend the New 
York Institute for the Blind. 
She quickly became an excellent student in all her 
subjects at the Institute, except for math . Regarding 
that subject , she penned a short verse: 
I loathe, abhor, it makes me sick 
To hear the word arithmetic! 
As her schooling progressed, her skill at poetry grew 
remarkably. On behalf of the school, she was asked on 
many occasions to recite her poems for prominent 
people . These included presidents Tyler, Adams, Polk, 
Cleveland, and famous senators such as Henry Clay. At 
the age of twenty~three, she became the first woman to 
ever address Congress and was given an ovation . Many 
of her poems were published in newspapers and 
magazines . In 1844 her first entire book of poetry was 
published. 
It wasn't until Fanny was forty-four years old that she 
began a career that would make her the most prolific 
hymn writer of all time . It is estimated that she penned 
at least eight thousand hymns . Over forty musicians put 
music to her verses . On two occasions , she "wrote" 
forty hymns in her head before dictating them to a 
secretary . 
Fanny was widely sought after as a civic, religious, 
and patriotic speaker. She traveled all over the country 
to the delight of thousands who thronged to see the 
blind hymn writer. Her joyful spirit remained always . 
Yet, it was in her hymns that her joy was given its 
most poetic expression. 
To God Be the Glory 
Great things He hath taught us , great things He hath 
done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
But purer and higher and greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 
At one of her last speaking engagements she said 
about herself, "My dear, dear friends . .. These ninety 
years are rich with the wealth of goodness, sparkling 
with the best spirit of sweetness and overflowing with 
the true wine of joy and gladness ." 
This article was taken from Character Builders , written by Ron and 
Rebekah Coriell,© 1980 Fleming H. Revell Company, used by permission. 
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one iblica ( 
by Dr. David L lats >n 
artin Luther wrote, "I am strongly persuaded 
that after theology there is no art that can be placed on a 
level with music; for besides theology, music is the 
only art capable of affording peace and joy in the 
heart ... the devil flees before the sound of music almost 
as much as before the Word of God." 
While the strongest impact on church music should 
be Biblical theology, a careful consideration of the 
present state of church music might rather lead us to 
i(lerati<>n 
agree with Dr. Oswald J. Smith's observation that "the 
world is becoming so churchy and the church is 
becoming so worldly, you scarcely can tell the 
difference between the two." E. Margaret Clarkson also 
notes: "So little difference now exists between the 
music of the church and the world that it is not 
uncommon to find public dance floors throbbing to the 
measures of current gospel songs (and) conversely, 
much of our present-day gospel music, while sung to 
Christian words, contains little more than the basic 
elements of modem (rock and) jazz." In my opinion, 
church music remains one of those areas of church life 
more influenced by personal "feelings" than by 
informed Biblical theology. 
What is the Origin of the Music Ministry in God's 
House? 
The scriptures furnish us with considerable insight 
regarding the ministry of music in the church. 
First, the music ministry was conceived in and 
generated out of the very mind of God. God was 
desirous that worship, in its totality, would take place 
just as He wanted it; so every aspect of worship, 
including the music , was made clear by the handwriting 
of God (I Chron. 28:19; II Chron. 29:25, 26). 
Second, the music ministry was a command from the 
Lord. Music in the local church has sometimes been 
downplayed or considered by some to be an "option." 
We must understand that as we examine the history of 
church music the whole procedure for using the gift of 
God called music was a command from Him (II Chron. 
29:25). 
Third, when God mandated the ministry of music for 
worship, He provided for the exercise of this ministry 
by means of a highly organized structure. Of the 38 ,000 
Levites, 4000 were set aside for the ministry of music (I 
Chron. 23:3-5) of whom 288 were skilled choir 
directors (I Chron. 25:7). 
Fourth, the individuals set apart for the ministry of 
music were dedicated, trained, and committed to 
excellence . This desire for excellence was rooted in the 
very nature and character of God who is the only 
Excellent One. As everything which God did and 
communicated to His people was important, so, today, 
God's interest in us and our exercise of the ministry 
continues to be the same, because we represent Him in 
the world . 
Finally, a study of the ministry of music as it is 
detailed in the content of God' s Word shows us that the 
ministry was blessed by God. One of the most thrilling 
descriptions of God's blessing upon the ministry of 
music is recorded in II Chronicles 5: 11-14. All that God 
had commanded, the people did, and God poured out 
His blessing. 
What Are Some Theological Principles Which 
Impact on Church Music? 
1. Music in the church belongs first and foremost to 
God. Psalm 24: 1 reminds us, "The earth is the 
Lord's , and the fullness thereof. .. . " God owns 
everything. This includes us- first, by virtue of 
being created in His image and, second, by virtue 
of being redeemed by the blood of Christ. Music 
also rightfully belongs to God and our expression 
through music should be directed first to Him (I 
Cor. 10:31; Psalm 150) . 
2. Music in the church should have its practical 
outworking based upon wise stewardship of the 
gifts entrusted to us. A wise steward is one who 
"manages, administrates , cares for the property 
and/or affairs of another." God requires of us that 
we "minister. .. as good stewards" (I Peter 4: 10) . 
3. Music in the church should be a meaningju,l and 
purposeful expression of the life which God has 
designed for us. The God of the Bible is a God of 
meaningfulness and purpose. Being imaged after 
Him, we have intrinsic meaningfulness and 
purposefulness . God does not want the expression 
of our lives before Him--0f which music in the 
church is a part- to be without meaning and 
purpose. 
4. Music in the church is subject to the principle of 
Biblical accountability. Every good and perfect 
gift comes from our gracious God. Included in 
these gifts is music. With His insistence that we be 
good stewards of all gifts is the concomitant of 
accountability (Luke 12:48 , 16:2; Romans 14:12) . 
5. Music in the church can and should serve a variety 
of functions which are consistent with Biblical 
truth . In the exercise of both vocal and 
instrumental music the Bible allows for such 
functions as worship (Ex. 15 , I Chron. 25, II 
Chron. 5, Psalm 150), cultural expression (I Sam. 
16:14-23), admonition (Col 3:16), experiential 
expression (Eph. 5:19, and many of the Psalm 
texts), evangelism, and Christian education. One 
writer wisely reminds us that there are a host of 
functions which are a part of all the realities that 
make up life in the people of God, and God wants 
us to be as intelligent as He is about those 
differences in function . 
The music of our churches must be built upon a 
foundation of theology rather than tradition. 
Remember, there is no doxology apart from Biblical 
theology . May we strive together as pastors, musicians , 
and all members of the body of Christ to engage in a 
music ministry which will: 
a. be entered into with understanding 
b. bring about edification 
c. express man's adoration of God in His holiness 
d. express man's humiliation for his sin and 
unworthiness 
e. express man's joyful experience of God's 
forgiving power 
f. express man's resolve to offer his life in dedication 
to God's service 
g. produce Biblical pleasure- first , for the ultimate 
pleasure of God (I Cor. 10:31) and second, forthe 
pleasure of man (I Tim. 6:17) . 
Consistent with the foregoing discussion may be a 
variety of musical expressions which would be suitable 
for our worship. Let us be quick to remember, 
however, that we are "the sheep of HIS pasture. It is HE 
that hath made us and not we ourselves ." Music within 
the church should be Biblical and balanced, and also 
should incorporate common sense. This should result in 
a musical expression which , as Carl Halter said, "has 
the power to lift man's soul to greater appreciation of 
God and His love for man." 
9 
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Work Continues 
t's bigger than I imagined." "What an 
improvement!" "ls this really happening?" Such 
comments are commonplace among those who step 
inside the beautiful new Athletic Center nearing 
completion . The architect, Russell W. Jenkins , reports 
that construction is on schedule and should be 
completed by August 15. 
Besides being one of the finest facilities of its kind in 
Ohio, the Athletic Center will free much needed space 
to provide for a student center, more classrooms, a 
much larger cafeteria, and additional faculty and staff 
office space. 
Coming Events 
August 
5-8 
September 
14-17 
17-18 
24 
26,27 
28-30 
29 
30 
October 
1 
16-17 
November 
2-4 
1 1 
12,13 
December 
1 
16,17 
Laymen's Conference 
Pastors' Conference 
Cedarville Baptist Open Golf 
Tournament 
President's Staff-Faculty 
Banquet 
New Student Orientation 
College Week-Bible Conference 
Upperclassmen Final Registration 
Freshmen Registration 
Instruction Begins 
Homecoming Weekend 
Registration for Upperclassmen, 
Winter Quarter 
Day of Prayer 
Registration for Freshmen, 
Winter Quarter 
Instruction Resumes 
Final Examinations 
Coming Concert 
October 
3 Dave Ford Sacred Vocal Concert 
8:00 
15-16 Prism II 8:00 
November 
December 
23 Brass Choir and Symphonic Band 
Concert 8:00 
13 Oratorio Chorus 3:30 
Itineraries: 
DR.JAMEST. 
August 1-8 
9-12 
14 
16 
17-19 
31-September 7 
13 
14-17 
20-23 
25-30 
October2-3 
4-7 
9-ll 
25-28 
November 8-ll 
14-18 
22 
EMIAH A CELLOR 
Northeast Regular Baptist Family Camp, MA 
Augusta Baptist Church, Augusta , ME 
Grace Baptist Church , North Jay, ME 
Faith Baptist Church , Kittery , ME 
Northfield Baptist Church, Northfield, MA 
Montrose Bible Conference, Montrose, PA 
Faith Baptist, Mt. Vernon , OH 
Pastors ' Conference , Cedarville , OH 
First Baptist Church, Lapeer, Ml 
Cathro Community Church, Alpena, Ml 
Men's Retreat , Cathro Community Church , Alpena, Ml 
Calvary Baptist Church , Evart, Ml 
Calvary Baptist Church , West Branch, Ml 
Bethel Baptist Church , Toledo , OH 
Waterville Baptist Church, Waterville , NY 
Baptist Mid-Missions , Rosemount, MN 
Grace Chapel Church , West Liberty, OH 
DR. PA ·1, DIXON PRESIDR 1 
August I 
2 
5-8 
23 
September 6-9 
8-9 
12 
13 
14-17 
October4 
9-11 
25 
Emmanuel Bapti.st Church Golf Banquet, Toledo , OH 
Emmanuel Baptist Church , Toledo, OH 
Laymen ' s Conference, Cedarville College 
Lake Tansi Resort , Crossville , TN 
Summit Baptist Bible Church , Clarks Summit, PA 
Baptist Bible College Chapel, Clarks Summit, PA 
Word of Life Blueprint for Leadership Conference 
Grace Chapel , West Liberty , OH 
Annual Pastors ' Conference , Cedarville College 
Berea Baptist Church , Berea , OH 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Dayton , OH 
West Hill Baptist Church, Akron , OH 
I 
r 
l 
Family That Studies T gether Stays Together 
They're a musical family! Lester Price, center, wanted 
a musical career and followed his son, David, center 
standing, into music study at Cedarville College. 
Others are Mrs. Price, a secretary studying voice; 
Dean, left, a trombonist at Cedar Cliff High School; 
and Dan, right, a sophomore music major. 
Renovation of Buildings 
o, this is not the maintenance garage. It is the old 
Gym/Student Center in the midst of renovation this 
summer. When students return for fall quarter, a new 
cafeteria will be in place where the tractor appears in the 
picture. There will be carpeting, three serving lines, 
and seating for 800 people. 
M any sons follow in their father's footsteps, but 
the reverse is true this past year at Cedarville College 
where senior David Price had the distinction of being 
ahead of his father in school. 
Lester Price, 44, left a good job as sales manager for 
a company in Michigan and moved with his wife, Judy, 
and three sons to Cedarville. All became involved in 
music, either vocally or instrumentally. 
Oldest son David graduated on June 6 with a major in 
chemistry. An outstanding baritone vocalist and voice 
student of Dr. Charles Ellington, David placed first in 
the National Association of Teachers of Singing Com-
petition held at Ohio State University in May. 
Dan, a sophomore music major, is studying voice, 
piano,and plays comet and trumpet. His younger broth-
er, Dean, hopes to attend Cedarville College in two 
more years. Presently he plays trombone in his high 
school band. 
Lester will soon be a junior in music education, and 
he and his wife have studied voice with Dr. Ellington. 
Mrs . Price is a secretary at the college. 
ull Speed Ahead 
A tractor on the second floor of Williams Hall? 
Yes, that is what it took to knock down all the interior 
walls . The upstairs is now one large hall waiting to be 
renovated into classrooms, offices, and labs. This can 
be accomplished only as funding becomes available. 
Meanwhile, downstairs construction will result in new 
faculty and staff offices. 
11 
12 
MUSIC: 
A Ministry to Win Others 
by Charles M. Pagnard 
C an a Christian be a professional musician in 
today's secular world of music? How can music be used 
as a tool for witnessing for Christ? 
These questions are topics that can stir up strong 
feelings among today's evangelicals. Yet, as a trained 
Christian musician who has worked hard at the trade, 
there is no doubt in my mind that God has a work and a 
witness for the Christian musician. 
I started professional work while I was still in high 
school. A four-year music scholarship paid my way 
through Bowling Green State University, and as a 
money-making sideline, I played in a rock band that 
became successful and eventually toured with a number 
of famous rock performers. 
Although I was saved at that time, my Christian life 
was weak. Any guilt that I had about what I was doing 
was easily overcome by my insatiable love for playing 
the trumpet. With the excitement of standing before 
16,000 to 17 ,000 rock fans, I allowed public per-
formance of this nature to take first place in my life. 
But God faithfully persisted in bringing conviction to 
my soul. I realized that the men with whom I played did 
not represent Jesus Christ in either their music or their 
personal lifestyle . As a part of this band, I could not 
fully take my stand for Christ. After a period of 
agonizing struggle with the Holy Spirit and with much 
intercessory prayer from family and friends, I finally 
relented and humbly confessed my backslidden state . 
In the years that followed, I graduated from college, 
got a teaching job, and for approximately 41/2 years did 
not perform. Perhaps God was testing my sincerity. 
Was I willing to put Him first? Was I interested in doing 
His will? Now, my desire is to love and serve the Lord. 
I teach at Cedarville College, and since God is first in 
my life, He has given back to me that which I thought I 
would never again experience- the opportunity to 
perform. 
As first chair trumpet player in the Dayton 
Philharmonic and Springfield Symphony orchestras, I 
have come to realize that God has given us the beautiful 
gift of music, and its performance can bring glory to 
Him. Colossians 3:23 states, "And whatsoever ye do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men." As I 
play my best, God is glorified whether the music is by 
Bach, Beethoven, or Fanny Crosby. Granted, the effect 
upon the audience is greater for Christ if the music is 
spiritual in nature; but as a performer, I definitely 
believe that my playing of secular music can have an 
effect for God upon my fellow musicians . 
For a period of time, I shared a commonly held idea 
about musicians that they are worldly, hardened to the 
gospel, and not receptive to spiritual things. True, all 
without Christ live worldly lives, but the professional 
musician, especially, loves his parties and his 
socializing. He wants to experience everything in life 
simply for the thrill of it. But there is something within 
musicians that makes them special to me. Inside the 
musician is the gift of musical talent. Not only do I love 
music, but I have a love for the professional musician. 
There is an amazingly transparent quality 
characteristic of most musicians that provides an 
avenue of approach. This quality is that of being a 
seeker. The musician is constantly seeking acceptance. 
He desires the approval of his audience, his fellow 
performers, and his conductor. His life's work is to 
impress others. He seeks success; he wants to be the 
best at what he does. 
Due to this incessant seeking and the extreme 
pressure of being in a continuous "spotlight," the 
performer's life is a series of peaks and valleys. If he 
performs well, he is "higher than a kite." However, if 
he "blows it ," he is destroyed . It is at times like this 
when he begins to talk of selling insurance or opening a 
laundromat. This emotional instability makes the 
musician quite negative and critical, insensitive and 
self-centered. He is hardly ever at peace with himself. 
One day God opened my eyes to see that these 
talented musicians all around me were lost. I saw past 
their talent to see how desperately they needed Christ as 
their Savior. But, at the same time, knowing how 
special a breed musicians are and considering their 
pride and egocentricity, I could not just hit them on the 
head with the gospel. I had to gain credibility with 
them- respect, if you will. 
Respect among musicians is only gained as they 
sense that a fellow musician has progressed with his 
talent through diligent practice and performance. Once 
a musician's critical approval is won, he will at least 
listen to a witness for Christ. This is not to say that a 
Christian musician has to be first chair in the orchestra 
or the best in the world before anyone will listen to him. 
But he must be the best that he can be at this point in 
time. 
I was able to establish a close relationship with one of 
the musicians in the orchestra. The gate to our 
friendship was established through mutual, 
professional admiration of each other's talents. He was 
a party-goer and wrapped up in all the thrills the world 
could offer. My references to Christ as the ultimate 
source of my abilities really struck a chord with him. He 
began to watch me at rehearsal to see if I would lose my 
cool over a mistake. As he observed the inner peace that 
I had, he realized that he lacked this in his heart. Before 
long he felt confident enough to begin sharing with me 
some of his personal problems. What evolved was a 
clear opportunity to present Christ as the Savior of his 
soul and the strength for his problems. His pride and 
self-reliance prolonged his decision, but it is hard to 
verbalize the joy I felt when he finally submitted to the 
Lordship of Christ and was saved. 
Yes, Christians can play secular music and be a 
witness. It's a trade that must be chosen carefully and 
prayerfully for dangers do exist. Yet for the Christian 
who is willing to let God rule his life and his music,_ he 
can perform heartily to the glory of God. 
There is much to be done for God in our symphony 
orchestras. Musicians need to.be saved and others need 
the strength to publicly profess what Christ has done for 
them. Music is a joyous gift to mankind and the 
musician is the special tool used to dispense that gift. 
What a privilege it is for me to be a musician, but what 
an honor it is to be one for Jesus Christ. 
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The Times 
a11d the Seasons 
Pat Landers Dixon 
As the little girl picked up her toys, she sang a 
familiar tune but unfamiliar lyrics, "Oh, Susanna, oh, 
Susanna to the Burger King ." Her mother wasn't sure 
that she had heard her young daughter correctly, and 
she moved somewhat closer. "Alice, those aren't the 
correct words. It's 'Sing Hosanna, Sing Hosanna, Sing 
Hosanna to the King of Kings ."' Little Alice quickly 
adjusted her parody and continued the song. 
Children and music do go together very naturally. 
Music is the language of the soul. We wouldn't think of 
waiting until a child is eight or ten years of age before 
teaching him to speak. So, why do we wait until 
elementary school years to teach him music? 
Musicologists state that seventy percent of the human 
ear develops musically between the ages of three to 
seven. 
Personally, I don't think that there is one unmusical 
child on earth. He may not be able to produce the most 
melodic tones, but he can surely appreciate beautiful 
music. The fretful baby in his crib can respond to the 
soothing beauty of music . 
For several years, I have directed a children's choir 
in the churches I have attended . Each fall, a new choir 
season begins. It never fails when I look into thirty or so 
faces staring at me that I think , "How will I ever get this 
bunch to produce beautiful music? They can't even sing 
their words together." They prove me wrong every 
time. 
These following principles about children and music 
which I share with you have wqrked for me. I hope you 
can adapt them to your situation with some success. 
Choir organization 
I have found that the best rehearsal time is before 
church on Sunday evening. It seems the week nights are 
not the best since most children are tired from the day's 
school activities. Choose a thirty- to forty-minute time 
slot and make the best of it. 
The children set their own rules for behavior; then I 
enforce them consistently. When a child breaks a rule, I 
mark a penalty in my roll book. A maximum number of 
penalty marks decided by the choir requires me to speak 
to the parent. In the twelve years of directing a choir, 
I've never had to talk to a parent. 
Choir objectives 
To glorify the Lord Jesus Christ is the upmost, 
important reason to sing . Next would be that the 
children just learn to love to sing. 
Not only should choir be an enjoyable experience, 
but it should also be a learning experience. Teach them 
some basic music vocabulary: e.g., stanza, duet, notes, 
chorus, etc. Exercise their ears in listening to pitches by 
matching their sounds to the piano. If I can just take a 
timid six year old and help him to project, that is an 
accomplished objective for the year. 
Choir music 
Closely examine the words of the songs you choose 
for choir. Pre teach unknown words to them before they 
sing. How I love to ask questions about certain words 
and listen to the children ' s candid responses. They can 
so simply explain a doctrine or value. Don't allow 
frivolous choruses to take up valuable time from 
teaching about God's love, child to child relationships, 
self-esteem, and other values. 
Choir performance 
The choir usually sings once a month in church. They 
memorize every song so the audience can benefit from 
seeing their faces instead of bobbing heads stuck in a 
song book. Don't limit their singing just to church. 
Being near a college allows our choir to sing there in 
front of hundreds of people . They have also made tapes 
for various projects and have sung in local nursing 
homes . 
May each of our choirs realize "The Lord is my 
strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I 
am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and 
with my song will I praise him" (Psalm 28:7). 
DO YOU HAVE MUSIC NEEDS? 
C.E.P. HAS A GOOD PART OF THE ANSWER! 
We are: Christian Educational Publications 
A D IV ISION O F C EDARV IL LE COLLEG E , CEDARV IL L E , 0 . 45314 
Whether it is music for the church choir or music recordings for listening enjoyment, 
Christian Educational Publications can help you meet your music needs. Write for your free 
catalog today. 
Attention, Choir Directors: 
At last, a source of inspirational music for your 
church choir that reflects traditional, conservative 
music standards. 
These six new choral arrangements, never before 
published, include well known hymns, new settings 
of Luke 21 and Psalm 34, and a new composition 
that will challenge your heart to serve the Lord. 
Director Packet (all six songs) 
(includes demo cassette tape of the six songs) 
Lift Up Your Heads 
(CM 8101 ) • I Will Bless 
The Lord At All Times 
(CM 81 02) • Am I A Sol-
dier of the Cross? 
(CM 81 03) • I Am Thine, 
0 Lord (81 04) • 'Tis So 
Sweet To Trust In Jesus/ 
Simply Trusting (CM8105) 
• After All You've Done 
For Me (CM 8106) • 
CM8181 -6 (all six songs) 
$3.50 
Am I a Sold ier of the Cross? 
'1....i.•, 1..,,.... ,.1,.,,. 
'"""" """' ·~ , , .. , • ..i.....,. 
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Yes, please send me the following : D Free Catalog D Director Packet (enclosed $3 . 50) . 
Name-----------------------------------~ Address ________ ___ ___ _ ____ _ _______________ _ 
City _______ ____ _ ____________ -1State. _____ ~IP ____ _ 
Sendto: • 
A DIV IS ION OF C EDA R V IL L E COLLEG E . C E D ARV ILLE , 0 . 45314 
Christian Educational Publications 
"O come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyfal noise to the rock of our 
salvation," Psalm 95:1. 
VUQ 0 
HOW IS YOUR SONG? 
Friend, can you make a joyful noise unto the Lord? If not, perhaps it is because you do not know the 
God who makes all joyful songs possible. 
In the Bible God says: 
A. "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God," Romans 3: 23. Realize that you are a sinner who 
needs God. 
B. "For the wages of sin is death ... " Romans 6:23 . Eternal, spiritual death in hell is the consequence of sin. 
C. " . .. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved ... " Acts 16:31. Believe that Christ is 
able to save you from your sins. 
D. " ... Call upon the name of the Lord and thou shalt be saved," Romans 10: 13. Ask Christ to come 
into your heart and be your Savior and Lord. 
For more information or counsel, please write to: 
Christian Service Department 
Box 601 
Cedarville, OH 45314 
"But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on His name," John 1: 12. 
